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WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB OF
CAPE MAY

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize the Women’s Community
Club of Cape May as they celebrate 100 years
of volunteer and philanthropic service. The
Club was officially formed in November of
1921 with 169 members who elected officers
and became affiliated with the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs. These
founders were women who advocated for
women’s suffrage. Over the past 100 years,
the WCCM has enabled major projects like the
Cape May Lewes Ferry, establishing a local
hospital, and adding American G.I's and war
victims during World War Il. This Club truly
has an incredible 100-year history of commu-
nity activism, projects, good works, fun, and
fellowship. | thank them for their work and
dedication to our Cape May community, and
congratulations on their 100—year milestone.
God Bless the Women’s Community Club of
Cape May, and God Bless America.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KMPH TELEVISION

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor KMPH Television on its 50th anniver-
sary. On October 11, 2021, this broadcasting
institution will have been providing the Central
Valley with high quality television programming
for 50 years.

KMPH first took the air in 1971 and oper-
ated as an independent station. It was found-
ed by the Pappas brothers, Mike, Pete, and
Harry, whose initials make up the name of the
station. Seven years later, it completely
launched its news department and began air-
ing The 10 O’'clock News from Monday
through Friday. It covered news from the Fres-
no and Visalia areas, as well as national sto-
ries.

Since then, the station has expanded to
most weekdays and for Saturdays, including
Great Day which airs on multiple mornings a
week. Through these programs, KMPH has
served as a vital source of information for
viewers all across the Central Valley of Cali-
fornia.

Even while news organizations across the
United States have undergone serious chal-
lenges to their livelihoods, KMPH Television
has remained a staple of Central Valley jour-
nalism. During this age of misinformation,
KMPH has remained committed to ensuring
the integrity of local news, something | and my
constituents are very grateful for.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring KMPH Television on their 50th
anniversary.
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HONORING DR. LESTER L.
CANNON, SR.

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Lester L. Cannon, Sr.
on the occasion of his retirement as a pastor
and a spiritual leader at the Cornerstone Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Oakland, California,

Dr. Cannon is a native of Maben, Alabama,
the husband of Mrs. Minnie Ruth Cannon, fa-
ther of Minister Lester L. Cannon, Jr., and
Tammy Cannon, the grandfather of five, and
the great-grandfather of nine. He served his
first pastorage at Morning Star Baptist Church
from 1974 to 1979, and later received both his
Master of Theological Studies his Doctor of
Ministry from Faith Seminary in Tacoma,
Washington.

Dr. Cannon has guided the Cornerstone
Baptist Church according to his values of
evangelism, education, youth ministry, and
stewardship. With these priorities, Dr. Cannon
has helped the church increased both its pres-
ence in the community and its long-term pros-
perity.

Dr. Cannon also has been active in the
community. He served as the Chairman of the
Board of Nationwide Evangelism Training for
25 years, and currently serves as Executive
Board Chairman of First Northern Christian
Network. He also has served as Chairman of
the Evangelical committee for the Baptist Min-
isters’ Union of Oakland, and a trustee for the
Golden State Convention, East Bay Baptist
Association, and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. He also established a “Thurgood Mar-
shall Program” which serves men in recovery
from substance abuse in conjunction with the
Comprehensive Action Network.

Dr. Cannon authored a book on prayer
called “Helpful Hints on Practical Prayer.” He
has encouraged others to become pastors
themselves and continued his work of teach-
ing by opening a Christian school at Corner-
stone Missionary Baptist Church in 2009.

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, | commend Dr. Cannon for
his lifelong work as a community and spiritual
leader.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEBRASKA URBAN
INDIAN HEALTH COALITION

HON. DON BACON

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of National Native American
Heritage Month and to honor the 35th anniver-
sary of the Nebraska Urban Indian Health Co-
alition, a private nonprofit organization in Ne-
braska.

The Nebraska Urban Indian Health Coalition
provides community healthcare and services
targeting the urban American Indian and Alas-
ka Native population in the greater Omaha
metropolitan area, Lincoln area, and Sioux
City, lowa, since 1986. Their rehabilitative
healthcare services and their diabetes self-
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management program are nationally recog-
nized. Currently, they are led by their CEO,
Dr. Donna Mays Polk.

Donna Lee Mays was born in 1943 in Den-
ver, CO, to a young WWII submariner Hosey
Mays and his wife Tommy Lee Gadling Mays.
Dr. Polk was only 7 years old when her moth-
er was killed in a car accident by a drunk driv-
er on Christmas Day. Dr. Polk credits her
grandmother, Annie Lee Gadling, as her inspi-
ration because of her spirituality and Wisdom.
Dr. Polk firmly believes in having vision and
that you have to be able to see how things
can be. If you don’t, Mr. Speaker, you don’t
work to effect change.

Between 1972 to 1985, Dr. Polk served as
an affirmative action and equal opportunity of-
ficer at the Nebraska Department of Labor.
She volunteered in the Nebraska Correction’s
system for 26 years and starred in her own TV
show called “Frankly Female, a show for and
about women. She is the mother of four sons,
Mark, Imani, Marcus, and the Honorable
Judge Marlon Polk.

Dr. Polk earned her bachelor's degree in
university studies, her master’s in counseling
psychology, and a doctorate in administration,
instruction, and curriculum, all from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln. In addition, she is a
published author. She wrote her book, “Black
Men and Women of Nebraska, in 1981 to
shine the light on prominent African-American
individuals in our State.

She joined the NE Urban Indian Health Co-
alition in 1991 after leaving the Lincoln Indian
Center. She continues to lead a team of over
50 employees. Programs and services include:
Behavioral Health Substance Use Disorder
Services, ftransitional housing, Nebraska
Urban Indian Medical Center in Lincoln, and
transportation. Dr. Polk also takes immense
pride in the Eagle Heights Affordable Housing
located in South Omaha and two community-
based programs—Project Upstream serving
families with children in Omaha Public
Schools, and the Tired Moccasins a nutrition-
based program for elders. Dr. Polk is thrilled
about the inauguration of their new head-
quarters scheduled to open in the spring of
2022.

In recognition of the Nebraska Urban Indian
Health Coalition, we shine a spotlight on 35
years of helping elevate the health status and
eliminating disparities of urban Indians and
other underserved populations in Nebraska
and lowa through education, collaboration, ad-
vocacy, and health service delivery.

Congratulations to Dr. Polk and her team for
35 years of excellence and serving our great
community.

HONORING THE CAREER OF
BARRETT BURNS

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor not just a resident of Connecticut’s 4th
Congressional District, but my friend, Barrett
Burns.

Barrett is the founding President & CEO of
VantageScore Solutions. Under Barrett's guid-
ance, VantageScore went from being a startup
housed in the basement of Barrett's home to
a well-recognized national brand.




E1280

Prior to joining VantageScore Solutions,
Barrett served as executive vice president at
U.S. Trust, where he was head of the National
Private Banking Group and a member of U.S.
Trust's Executive Committee, as well as a
member of the Senior Management Team of
U.S. Trust's parent company, The Charles
Schwab Corporation.

During his career, Barrett served as a board
member and advisor for numerous groups.
Barrett not only served on the Federal Re-
serve Board’s Community Advisory Council
and its predecessor, the Consumer Advisory
Council; he also served as a director of the
Homeownership Preservation Foundation, as
a member of the National Community Rein-
vestment Coalition’s Mortgage Finance Col-
laborative Council, and on the National Fair
Housing Alliance’s Fair Housing Act 50th Anni-
versary Advisory Council.

As Barrett’'s career and trajectory indicate,
he has always understood the capacity of the
private sector to improve lives, provide oppor-
tunity, and open doors. It has been a pleasure
to work with Barrett and | look forward to see-
ing the next stage of his remarkable journey.

——

HONORING SONIA PARRAS
KONRAD AS IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Sonia Parras Konrad, an attor-
ney, visionary, and co-founder of various non-
profits, as lowan of the Week.

For someone who never intended to be-
come a lawyer and advocate, Sonia Parras
Konrad exceeded her personal expectations
and became an influential member of the
Latina community in lowa. While attending col-
lege in Spain, Sonia had the chance to study
at Central College for a year in 1993 through
1994. After her first year in lowa, Sonia firmly
believed that lowa chose her and felt as
though many factors kept her coming back. As
soon as she started to work with the Latina
community, she saw the immense need for
advocacy in support of its members. Further-
more, she feels honored to be a part of the
road to change in lowa and more specifically,
her ability to work to change policies that af-
fect a vulnerable population. Within lowa, she
found a lot of mainstream support and allies,
which pushed her to continue her work.

As Sonia’s passion for activism progressed,
she went on to become a co-founder of mul-
tiple non-profits such as Latinas Unidas por un
Nuevo Amanecer (LUNA), MUNA Legal Clinic,
Latina Leadership of Greater Des Moines
(LLI), and the ALMAS Pro Bono Legal Clinic.
In addition to her work in the non-profit sector,
Sonia is well-versed in international consulting
throughout Latin America in which she serves
as a consultant to both the Department of
State and the Mexican Government. As a re-
sult of all of her extraordinary work, Sonia has
received many prestigious awards and honors
from various organizations. In 2021 only,
Sonia has received both the Pro Bono Award
from the lowa-Nebraska Chapter of American
Immigration Lawyers and the Businesswoman
of the Year 2021 from the Business Record. In
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all, Sonia’s goals are to always do more, con-
tinue to grow, and open roads for women and
immigrants in lowa.

Sonia has dedicated her life to helping the
Latina community in lowa through her leader-
ship and legal prowess. Her optimistic and
humble mindset has propelled her to success
and makes her truly worthy of being nomi-
nated for this award. Sonia serves as an inspi-
ration and role model to all, and it is my honor
to name her lowan of the Week.

RICHARD K. FOSTER

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, | would
like to recognize and honor the life of Richard
Foster of Nutley, New Jersey. Richard grad-
uated from the University of Pennsylvania in
1954 and joined the Air Force reserves shortly
after. After his time in the Air Force, he
worked for Prudential Insurance company for
almost 40 years until his retirement. In 1994,
when in Ocean City, New Jersey, with his
wife, Richard encountered a violent, horrific
storm. The riptides and winds were unlike any-
thing the city had ever seen. While near the
beach, Richard noticed two women struggling
to return to shore because of the storm. With-
out hesitation, Richard entered the water to
help save them. Unfortunately, because of the
severity of the storm and tides, Richard nearly
drowned and suffered from cardiac arrest
while trying to save the women, but never re-
gained consciousness. Richard truly is a self-
less hero. May he rest in peace. God Bless
Richard and God Bless America.

—————

HONORING FRESNO COUNTY ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION 40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Fresno County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) in honor of their 40th
Anniversary. Since 1981, EDC has served the
San Joaquin Valley by expanding economic
growth in Fresno County.

EDC effortlessly works to facilitate site se-
lection for new companies within the county
and assist in retention and expansion of local
businesses. They market Fresno County as
the premier location to develop core indus-
tries. Their staff hosts annual events and pub-
lish special reports such as their Real Estate
Forecast and Investor's Meeting. With this,
they have provided their investors, community
leaders, and elected officials with crucial mar-
keting intelligence, economic trends and net-
working opportunities.

In 2018, EDC received the International
Economic Development Council Gold Award
for the New Employment Opportunities Ex-
panded Subsidized Employment Program.
This innovative program matches the needs of
industries with individuals seeking jobs. EDC
uses their website, social media outlets, and
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community outreach to provide their clients, in-
vestors, and community members with impor-
tant news, resources, and information. They
connect people with one another in the com-
munity and it enhances relationships with busi-
nesses. Continuously, they have promoted
business investment and job creation by in-
forming economic development policy, pro-
grams, and legislation to the cities and compa-
nies it serves.

With the support of its Board of Directors
and network of over a hundred investors, they
use their creative license to bring about inno-
vative ideas and collaborative opportunities to
put forth Fresno County’s economic evolution
and growth. Their steady leadership has
played a vital role in solidifying the economic
strength of Fresno County and the future
needs of the community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Fresno County Economic Cor-
poration for their commitment to improving the
quality of life in the local community. It is both
fitting and appropriate that we honor them on
the celebration of their fortieth anniversary. |
wish them all the best and continued success
in the future.

—————

HONORING MR. H. ROSS PEROT,
JR.

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor the distinguished career and public
service of my dear friend Mr. H. Ross Perot,
Jr.

A native Texan, Mr. Perot graduated from
St. Mark’s School of Texas and earned his
bachelor's degree in business administration
from Vanderbilt University.

As a 23-year-old, Mr. Perot was the first to
circumnavigate the world in a helicopter. The
26,000-mile trip was completed in less than 30
days. The Spirit of Texas, a Bell 206 heli-
copter, is on display at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s Air and Space Museum.

Just weeks after completing his record-
breaking flight, Mr. Perot, announced he was
joining the Air Force where he piloted the F—
4 Phantom fighter and served for over seven
years on active and reserve duty. Proud of his
Air Force service, he chaired the Air Force
Memorial Foundation where he led a 14-year
effort to build the United States Air Force Me-
morial.

Following his military service, Mr. Perot
made his mark in business. Founding
Hillwood, one of the top industrial, commercial,
and residential real estate companies in the
world. His leadership has undoubtedly contrib-
uted to the development of North Texas into
the booming economy it is today.

Mr. Perot has received numerous awards
throughout his lifetime in recognition of his
dedication and service to our country, includ-
ing the Gold Medal Award for Extraordinary
Service from President Ronald Reagan, the
Woodrow Wilson Award for Corporate Citizen-
ship, and the Secretary of Defense Medal for
Outstanding Public Service. Perot has been
named one of the Most Powerful Business
Leaders in Dallas-Fort Worth and was in-
ducted into the Junior Achievement’s Dallas
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